Digitally assisted laparoscopic drainage of multiple intraabdominal abscesses.
Laparoscopic drainage of multiple walled off intraabdominal abscesses may be difficult to perform safely due to a lack of tactile sensation. A single finger introduced through a small abdominal incision can be used to aid in the dissection and may obviate the need for open laparotomy in some cases. Digitally-assisted laparoscopic exploration and dissection utilizes the superior visualization of laparoscopy without completely sacrificing the benefits of tactile sensation. A case is reported in which this technique was successfully employed to drain multiple intraabdominal abscesses in a young boy.